Materials and Methods
Introduction
The terrain of Balaghat Ranges supports unique tropical dry deciduous forest and open scrub vegetation with vast grasslands. Pockets of dry deciduous forest in Balaghat Ranges not only provide habitats to an enormous number of amphibians, birds, insects, mammals and spiders but it is also the only site of their residence in the drought prone region of Maharashtra. The forests of Balaghat Ranges perform many ecological functions in Maharashtra such as ground-water-recharge; downstream-flood-control, precipitation and nutrient recharge, and indirectly affect socio-economic development of the region. The vegetation of Balaghat is quite varied and interesting. The area is also rich in a number of economically important plant species. According to Champion and Seth (1968) , the vegetation in the region can be divided into tropical mixed dry deciduous forests, open scrub jungles and grasslands. The grasslands of Balaghat Ranges are unique and popularly known as Indian savannas; they provide habitat to more than 100 bird species, which include the critically endangered Great Indian Bustard. Thorny scrub jungles play a vital role in dry land ecosystems by providing sheltering places to wildlife.
The dry climate of Balaghat Ranges is not favorable for the luxuriant growth of plants like that of the Himalaya and Western Ghats of India. While this fact may have accounted for the paucity of botanical documentation of the region, some sporadic efforts towards exploration of plant resources of Balaghat Ranges have been made over the last hundred years by botanists such as Khan (1953) , Jain (1961) , Jagtap (1965 Jagtap ( , 1966 , Bhagvat (1968) , Naik (1969; 1979; 1998) and Mahabale (1987) . A comprehensive and reliable floristic survey of Balaghat region does not exist. Hence, the present study was undertaken to produce an up-to-date account of the trees of Balaghat, which can better enable conservation and protection of these tree species.
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Results
During the present work, 228 species of angiosperm trees have been recorded from Balaghat Ranges of Maharashtra, of which 174 are indigenous and occur in wild, while 53 are exotic and are either cultivated or naturalized in the region. Out of 228 tree taxa of Balaghat Ranges, 218 species (including 23 infraspecific taxa) are dicotyledonous belonging to 123 genera and 42 families, and 10 species are monocotyledonous belonging to 9 genera and 2 families ( Table 1 ). The families like Fabaceae, Malvaceae, Bignoniaceae, Rubiaceae and Moraceae are dominant and possess the highest number of species.
Discussion
This paper reports 228 species of angiosperm trees (including infraspecific taxa) from Balaghat Ranges of Maharashtra, India. Fabaceae is the largest family with 63 tree taxa, followed by Malvaceae (12), Bignoniaceae (12), Rubiaceae (12), Moraceae (11), Apocynaceae (10), Rutaceae (10), Arecaceae (9), Myrtaceae (8) and Combretaceae (7). Acacia Mill. is the largest genus having 19 tree taxa. Hardwickia binata Roxb., a monotypic tree genera and Acacia campbellii Arn. are endemic to Peninsular India (Ahmedullah and Nayar 1986; Nayar 1996; Irwin and Narasimhan 2011). Out of 228 tree taxa 174 are indigenous and occur in wild, while 53 tree taxa are exotic, and are either cultivated or naturalized in the study region. Important plant species are featured in Figures 2-6.
Dry deciduous forests are confined to Apsinga, Chumb, Hadongri, Kapildhar, Ramling, Sautada, Ukkadgaon, Wadwal-Janwad Bet in the study region. In addition to these, there are small pockets of dry deciduous forest formed in places throughout the valleys all over the region. and ethno-medicines. Essential oil is extracted from heartwood of a famous sandal wood tree Santalum album L., which is used in cosmetics, perfumes, medicines etc. 
